
The 2010  Decennial Census publishes 
regional population demographics 
for ethnicity, race and age groups. 
This profile will feature county trends 
and statistics for Missouri’s Black or 
African American Alone population..

Missouri’s largest minority race 
category, Black or African American, 
experienced significant population 
increases during the 2000’s. The 
Black population grew 10.2 percent 
from 629,391 in 2000 to 693,391 in 
2010. In contrast, Missouri’s total 
population grew by 9.3 percent 
from slightly under 5.6 million in 2000 
to over 5.9 million in 2010.
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Black or African American Population Growth Rate from 2000

Population Growth
Texas (1688%), Ripley (717%) and Daviess (475%) counties reported enormous percent increases 
in their Black population since 2000. For a second straight decade St. Louis County reported 
the largest increase in persons – 39,723, a 20.5 percent increase; followed by Jackson County 
with 8,976, a 5.9 percent increase; and St. Charles County with 7,325, a 95.9 percent increase. 
Twenty-seven Missouri counties more than doubled their black population between 2000 and 
2010.

Five counties Atchison (-87.1%), Scotland(-70.0%), Cedar (-68.2%), Shelby (-51.5%), and Schuyler 
(-50.0%) saw a loss of at least half of the Black population.  St. Louis City experienced the 
largest decline in the number of Black persons – 21,106, an 11.8 percent decrease; followed 
by Pemiscot County with a loss of 360 persons, a 6.8 percent decrease; and Pike County with 
a loss of 349 persons, a 20.7 percent decrease. 
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Black or African American  Population 
as a Percentage of Total Population

   Ten Smallest Counties

            County   Population

Cedar
Knox
Worth
Ozark

Putnam
Holt

Carter
Mercer

Scotland
Schuyler

St. Louis City
Pemiscot

Pike
Cooper

Callaway
Randolph
Audrain
Howard
Atchison
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Atchison
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   Ten Smallest Growth
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Population Share
Overall, 31 of Missouri’s 114 counties and the City of St. Louis reported negative growth in the 
Black population, compared to 25 counties between 1990 and 2000.

Missouri, with a Black or African American population that is 11.6 percent of its total population, 
is similar to the U.S. percentage of 12.6.  No Missouri county exceeds the state mix.  The four 
closest counties are Pulaski (11.4%), Scott (11.4%), Dekalb (11.3%) and Cole (11.2%). Twenty-
five counties have a Black population that is less than 0.3 percent of the total population.  
Schuyler County, with 0.02 percent, has the smallest Black population as a percentage of its 
total population.  It is followed by Scotland County with 0.06 percent.
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Missouri Black or African American

Missouri
Adair

Andrew
Atchison
Audrain

Barry
Barton
Bates

Benton
Bollinger
Boone

Buchanan
Butler

Caldwell
Callaway
Camden

Cape Girardeau
Carroll
Carter
Cass

Cedar
Chariton
Christian

Clark
Clay

Clinton
Cole

Cooper
Crawford

Dade
Dallas

Daviess
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Dent
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Dunklin
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Hickory
Holt

Howard
Howell
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Jackson
Jasper

Jefferson
Johnson

Knox
Laclede
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Lawrence

Lewis
Lincoln

5,988,927
25,607
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5,685
25,529
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12,402
17,049
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13,982
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77,422
7,139

221,939
20,743
75,990
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275,174
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9,627
4,912

10,144
40,400
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218,733
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4,131

35,571
33,381
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10,211
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693,391
408
72
17

1,646
107
47

150
58
32

15,111
4,662
2,256

40
2,032

179
5,330

154
7

3,517
14

156
449
19

11,506
290

8,512
1,207

67
30
35
23

1,459
55
30

3,105
854
27
21

7,892
59
30

226
25
8

532
156
138

161,367
2,267
1,798
2,279

14
241
742
102
323
984

629,391
299
69

132
1,859

39
36

101
25
25

11,572
3,751
2,132

12
2,307

95
3,624
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5

1,166
44

269
145

5
4,894

288
7,084
1,493

33
21
19
4

1,028
59
14

2,879
882
18
8

5,426
42
12

225
7
6

699
114
167

152,391
1,551
1,354
2,089

4
138
749
95

265
677

64,000
109

3
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-213

68
11
49
33
7

3,539
911
124
28

-275
84

1,706
-23

2
2,351

-30
-113
304
14

6,612
2

1,428
-286

34
9

16
19

431
-4
16

226
-28

9
13

2,466
17
18
1

18
2

-167
42

-29
8,976

716
444
190
10

103
-7
7

58
307
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36.5%

4.3%
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-11.5%
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30.6%
48.5%

132.0%
28.0%
30.6%
24.3%

5.8%
233.3%
-11.9%
88.4%
47.1%

-13.0%
40.0%

201.6%
-68.2%
-42.0%
209.7%
280.0%
135.1%

0.7%
20.2%

-19.2%
103.0%

42.9%
84.2%

475.0%
41.9%
-6.8%

114.3%
7.8%

-3.2%
50.0%

162.5%
45.4%
40.5%

150.0%
0.4%

257.1%
33.3%

-23.9%
36.8%

-17.4%
5.9%

46.2%
32.8%

9.1%
250.0%

74.6%
-0.9%
7.4%

21.9%
45.3%4
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Linn
Livingston
McDonald

Macon
Madison
Maries
Marion
Mercer
Miller

Mississippi
Moniteau
Monroe

Montgomery
Morgan

New Madrid
Newton

Nodaway
Oregon
Osage
Ozark

Pemiscot
Perry
Pettis

Phelps
Pike

Platte
Polk

Pulaski
Putnam

Ralls
Randolph

Ray
Reynolds

Ripley
St. Charles

St. Clair
Ste. Genevieve

St. Francois
St. Louis
Saline

Schuyler
Scotland

Scott
Shannon
Shelby

Stoddard
Stone

Sullivan
Taney
Texas

Vernon
Warren

Washington
Wayne
Webster
Worth
Wright

St. Louis City

12,761
15,195
23,083
15,566
12,226
9,176

28,781
3,785

24,748
14,358
15,607
8,840

12,236
20,565
18,956
58,114
23,370
10,881
13,878
9,723

18,296
18,971
42,201
45,156
18,516
89,322
31,137
52,274
4,979

10,167
25,414
23,494
6,696

14,100
360,485

9,805
18,145
65,359

998,954
23,370
4,431
4,843

39,191
8,441
6,373

29,968
32,202
6,714

51,675
26,008
21,159
32,513
25,195
13,521
36,202
2,171

18,815
319,294

86
367
133
353
34
24

1,417
6
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3,440

581
264
201
131

2,999
438
566
15
28
11

4,899
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1,264
1,008
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5,270
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5,984

9
108

1,490
280
45
49
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53
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2,775

233,029
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1
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4,468
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876
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38
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12
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82
339
38
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1,308
7
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2,757

561
357
248
98

3,035
312
295
10
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5,259
33

1,197
596

1,682
2,574
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4,935

3
107

1,734
341
35
6

7,635
22

128
1,126

193,306
1,280

2
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4,246
14
66

270
21
10

138
49

125
476
578
22

359
4

50
178,266

4
28
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4
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-5

109
-1
34

683
20

-93
-47
33

-36
126
271

5
7

-3
-360

42
67

412
-349

2,696
113

1,049
6
1

-244
-61
10
43

7,325
31

-10
1,649

39,723
-45
-1
-7

222
3

-34
5

32
24

311
827
-23
145
-21
16

-33
8

38
-21,106

4.9%
8.3%

250.0%
1.1%

126.7%
-17.2%

8.3%
-14.3%
52.3%
24.8%

3.6%
-26.1%
-19.0%
33.7%
-1.2%
40.4%
91.9%
50.0%
33.3%

-21.4%
-6.8%

127.3%
5.6%

69.1%
-20.7%
104.7%

92.6%
21.3%

200.0%
0.9%

-14.1%
-17.9%
28.6%

716.7%
95.9%

140.9%
-7.8%

146.4%
20.5%
-3.5%

-50.0%
-70.0%

5.2%
21.4%

-51.5%
1.9%

152.4%
240.0%
225.4%
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